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PROCLAIMING our Faith 
Welcome to Catholic Schools Week 2026! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visual Theme Description 
Exploring the 2026 Visual Theme: Radiance of Faith 
 
Proclaiming the Faith: A Visual Invitation 
The act of proclaiming our faith is central to the mission of the Catholic Church, rooted in 
Christ’s command to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). This 
artwork serves as a visual meditation on that sacred calling, inviting viewers to reflect on 
their role in spreading the Gospel and embodying the Body of Christ. Through abstraction, 
vibrant color, and symbolic design, it seeks to transcend physicality and point toward the 
spiritual nature of humanity united in Christ. It is a proclamation not only of faith but also 
of unity, transformation, and divine purpose. 
 
Conceptual Framework: The Body of Christ and Spiritual Abstraction 
This piece represents the universal and unifying nature of the Body of Christ (Corpus 
Christi), as described in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. The abstraction of human figures, stripped 
of physical detail, alludes to their spiritual essence; individuals transformed by grace into 
one cohesive body. Each figure is depicted with bursts of radiant color, symbolizing the 
unique gifts and talents bestowed upon them by God (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). These colors 
converge in harmony around the cross, illustrating the death of ego required to fully 
embrace Christ’s light (Galatians 2:20) and become part of His mystical body. 
 
Liturgical Symbolism: Eucharistic Imagery and Apostolic Heritage 
The central cross and fragmented circle evoke hands lifting the Eucharist, echoing the 
proclamation, "We proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again" (1 Corinthians 
11:26) The twelve abstracted figures nod to divine providence and the commissioning of 
the Twelve Apostles (Matthew 10:1-4), who were instructed by Christ to spread the Gospel 
to all nations. This connection reinforces the apostolic heritage of the Catholic Church, 
rooted in its mission to proclaim salvation and preserve unity through apostolic succession. 
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Historical Context: Mosaics and Stained Glass in Christian Iconography 
The fractured circular background pays homage to the rich tradition of Christian mosaics 
and stained-glass art from it’s earliest Byzantine roots to today, which have long served as 
profound tools for veneration and the proclamation of faith. These sacred art forms were 
created to visually communicate divine truths to the faithful, often illuminating biblical 
narratives and symbolic representations of humanity’s relationship with God through 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Color Symbolism: Blue and Purple in Catholic Tradition 
The colors blue and purple hold profound theological significance within the Catholic 
tradition. Blue symbolizes divine illumination and is associated with the Virgin Mary’s 
purity and connection to God’s light. Purple denotes penance, humility, and royalty; 
qualities embodied by Christ during His Passion. Together, these hues reflect both the 
transcendence and suffering inherent in Christ’s mission. 
 
Spiritual Vision: Proclaiming Faith Through Fractured Unity in CISVA 
In alignment with the mission of the Catholic Independent Schools of the Vancouver 
Archdiocese (CISVA) to "live, celebrate, and proclaim our faith" in partnership with home 
and parish, this artwork reflects the spiritual journey of proclaiming salvation amidst the 
challenges of a fragmented world. The circular, fractured design symbolizes humanity’s 
diverse and imperfect efforts to spread the Gospel across cultures and nations (Matthew 
28:19-20). Yet, through Christ as the mediator (Ephesians 2:14), these fragments are 
reconciled into a unified whole, illustrating the transformative power of faith and the 
Church’s mission to build the Kingdom of God. 
The twelve figures surrounding the cross represent the Apostles, commissioned by Christ 
to proclaim His message to all corners of the earth. This echoes CISVA’s commitment to 
fostering evangelizing school communities that guide students in their pursuit of truth, 
beauty, and goodness within the Catholic intellectual tradition. The vibrant bursts of color 
signify the unique gifts and talents each individual brings to this shared mission, a reflection 
of CISVA’s dedication to nurturing responsible citizens and Catholic leaders who embody 
their faith. 
 
Conclusion 
This artwork serves as a visual proclamation of CISVA’s mission to integrate faith into all 
aspects of life. It invites viewers into a contemplative journey of spiritual transformation; 
calling for a surrender of self to partake in Christ’s light and become unified within His 
mystical body. Rooted in Catholic theology and tradition, it celebrates both the diversity 
and unity of our faith community while inspiring us to live out our shared mission with 
courage and conviction. 
 
                                                                                                     Description provided by Tessa Sechay 
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Catholic Education 
“The Catholic School is integral to the parish, participating in the evangelizing 
mission of the Church.” 1 It provides religious and moral reference points to help 
students critically evaluate culture in the light of the Gospel and help build social 
order enlightened by the truth of Christ’s teaching.  
 
As the Church labours to bring the Gospel to the world of the third millennium, she 
draws on the rich legacy of faith and service that has guided her mission through the 
centuries. The apostolate of Catholic education is a treasured part of that tradition. 
 
“Christ is the foundation of the whole educational enterprise in a Catholic school. “2 
His teaching and life inform the school’s identity and characteristics. His 
sacramental gifts build up the community and prepare its members for a share in 
the mission to bring His light to every person and situation.  
 
(From the Pastoral Letter on Catholic Schools in the Province of BC by the Catholic Bishops 
of BC Nov. 2016) 

1. Cf Congregation for Catholic Education, The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third 
Millennium (28 December 1997), n. 11. 

2. Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, The Catholic School (19 March 1977), n. 34. 

 
Catholic Schools Week Sunday 
Schools are encouraged to begin the week celebrating Sunday liturgy with the local parish.  
To the extent possible, staff and students should be well prepared and involved as: 

 ministers of hospitality 
 altar servers 
 choir members 
 lectors (or readers) 
 person(s) who prepare(s) the altar 
 gift presenters 

Consider a reception at the school hosted by the students and staff to follow this 
celebration.  
 
To celebrate as a community, consider beginning each day with a liturgy/prayer as a 
whole school or individual classroom. 
 
Liturgical Cycle 
All Catholic schools in British Columbia begin Catholic Schools Week the first full week of 
February. Scriptural readings, following the Church year, are taken from: 

† Year A ~ Sunday Lectionary Cycle 
† Year II ~ Weekday Lectionary Cycl 
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Liturgical Readings* 
Lectionary: Sundays and Solemnities - Year A 
 
Sunday, February 1, 2026 
4th Week in Ordinary Time  
Green 
 

First Reading Zephaniah 2.3;3.12-13 I will leave in the midst of you a people 
humble and lowly. 

Responsorial 
Psalm  

 Ps 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-
10 (R. Mt 5.3) 
or R. Alleluia! 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of 
heaven is theirs! 
 

Second Reading          1 Corinthians 1.26-31 God chose what is weak in the world. 
Gospel  
 

Matthew 5.1-12 Blessed are the poor in spirit. 

 
 
 
Lectionary: Weekdays - Year II 
 
Monday, February 2, 2026 
The Presentation of the Lord 
Feast - White 
 

First Reading Malachi 3.1-4 
Or 
Hebrews 2.10-11, 
13b-18++ 

The Coming Messenger 
 
Exaltation through Abasement 

Responsorial 
Psalm      

Ps 24.7, 8, 9, 10 
(R.10) 

Entrance into the Temple of David. A Psalm. 

Gospel Luke 2.22-40 Jesus is Presented in the Temple 

 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026     

Ferial - Green  

                                                                                                                            
First Reading 2 Samuel 18.9-10, 

14b, 24-26a, 30-
19.3++ 

The Defeat and Death of Absalom 

Responsorial 
Psalm      

Ps 86.1-2, 3-4, 5-
6 (R.1a) 

Supplication for Help against Enemies 

Gospel Mark 5.21-43 A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed 
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Wednesday, February 4, 2026   

Ferial – Green 

  
First Reading 2 Samuel 24.2, 9-17 David’s Census of Israel and Judah 
Responsorial 
Psalm      

Ps 32.1-2, 5, 6, 7  
(R. see 5c) 

The Joy of Forgiveness of David. A Maskil. 

Gospel Mark 6.1-6 The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 
  
 
Thursday, February 5, 2026  
St. Agatha, Virgin, Martyr 
Memorial - Red  
 

First Reading 1 Kings 2.1-4,  
10-12 

David’s Instruction to Solomon 

Responsorial 
Canticle   

1 Chronicles 
29.10, 11ab, 11d-
12a, 12bcd 
(R.12b) 

Offerings of Building the Temple 

Gospel Mark 6.7-13 The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 
  
 
Friday, February 6, 2026                                                                                             
St. Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs 
Memorial - Red 
 

First Reading Sirach 47.2-11 Nathan 
Responsorial 
Psalm      

Ps 18.30, 46+49, 
50 (R. 46) 

Royal Thanksgiving for Victory to the Leader 

Gospel Mark 6.14-29 The Death of John the Baptist 
 
 
Saturday, February 7, 2026 
Ferial – Green 
 

First Reading 1 Kings 3.4-13 Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom 
Responsorial 
Psalm      

Ps 119.9-10, 11-
12, 13-14 (R.12) 

The Glories of God’s Law 

Gospel Mark 6.30-34 Feeding the Five Thousand 
 
 
 

*From ORDO Liturgical Calendar 2025-2026 National Calendar for Canada Confirmed 
by the Apostolic See; CCCB Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishop
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Breaking Open the Theme 
 
Questions for Reflection 
 
 What does it mean to proclaim our Catholic faith? 
 How do we proclaim our faith? 
 In what ways can we ‘shout forth’ our message in a way that truly resonates with 

students and the broader community? 
 How can we encourage students to be active ‘proclaimers’ of faith? 
 What opportunities can we create through leadership, service, or creativity for 

students to boldly and confidently share their faith?  
 How can we make the message visible, vibrant, and memorable? 
 How can we ground our school year in symbolic or visible acts of proclamation? 
 How do our words and actions demonstrate a faith-filled life? 
 In what ways do we model our lives after Jesus? 
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Short Prayers for Preschool/Primary  

+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen 

1. I love you Jesus. I love my friends and my family. Help me to love you more deeply. 
Amen+ 

2. +Jesus, you are my friend, and I am yours. Amen+ 
3. +Jesus, when I am sad and lonely, help me to remember you are always with me. 

Amen+ 
4. +Jesus, you are the Way. Jesus, you are the Truth. Jesus, you are the Life. Jesus, you 

are my everything. Amen+ 
5. +Lord Jesus, you died on the Cross for me. I will love you forever, O Lord. Amen+ 
6. +Father in Heaven, thank you for your Son, Jesus. Amen+ 
7. +Heavenly Father, help me to be more like your Son Jesus. Amen+ 
8. +God our Father in Heaven, thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus. Amen+ 
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Short Prayers for Intermediate/High School   

Prayer One: Our Catholic Community 
+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
Holy Spirit of Light and Love,                                                                                                                 
As we proclaim our faith, fulfill in us the work begun by Jesus. Descend into our hearts and 
establish in them your loving dominion. Enkindle in us a renewed fidelity so that we may always 
be responsive to your transformative power, active with the Father and the Son from all eternity. 
Divine Spirit without measure, enliven our work so that we may be beacons of light in a 
struggling world. Let us immerse ourselves in the vibrancy of our Catholic community, where 
your Spirit illuminates our path with its timeless glow. Amen+  
“I have come to set fire upon the Earth, and how I wish it were blazing already!” Luke 10:49 
 
 
 
Prayer Two: Gift of Catholic Education 
+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
God of Mercy and Forgiveness,  
We thank you for the gift of Catholic education. Our foundation is built on rock as we trust 
in the Lord. We remember all those in Catholic education who have gone before us; those 
who nurtured and sustained Catholic education. Inspired by God’s Love, we acknowledge 
that the promise of Catholic education is within us, that it is a promise that we live out in 
our schools and communities, and a promise that we proclaim in acts of justice and 
compassion through word and deed. We make this prayer that we may live out the promise 
of Catholic education for many years to come. Amen+ 
 
 
 
Prayer Three: God’s Kingdom on Earth 
+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
Good and Gracious Father,  
Thank you for all of Creation. For your Son, our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, we give 
praise, worship, and all glory. May we live our Catholic faith with joy and passion, sharing 
our abundant blessings with those in need. May we proclaim the Good News with everyone 
we meet. Guide to seek out those most in need in our families, schools, and our greater 
community, showing love, mercy, and compassion. In living, celebrating, and proclaiming 
your great glory, we share in the building up of your kingdom here on earth. Amen+ 
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Developing Student Lectors 

Considerations for Proclaiming the Word of God 

 
 Relax! 
 Read from the Bible, rather than a piece of paper 
 Speak slower and louder than usual 
 Speak clearly 
 Exaggerate words and tone 
 Emanate a calm, relaxed tone 
 Use finger as a guide to carefully follow the text  
 Speak with recognition that what is being celebrated is indeed important 
 Be humble and reverent  
 Rehearse the reading beforehand 
 Reminder: Catholics believe that it is God who is speaking to those 

gathered, using the voice of the Lector 
 It is okay to make mistakes!  
 God delights in our service 

 
Help student lectors to study passage (as appropriate) to the point of 
memorization and question it.  Who wrote it?  Why did they write it?   
What was being said? What happened just before or after this part of the 
story?  Should the story sound encouraging or woeful,  happy or sad?  How 
does reading it make you feel?   
 
Rehearse the procedure: 

 Practice processing from their seat to the ambo, and then back to their seat 
 Take a moment to make a profound bow to the altar – on way up, and on way back 
 Stand firmly on the floor behind the ambo and microphone 
 Take a slow, deep breath, and silently count to two before reading 
 The Lector is also called a proclaimer! 

Engage the Listener: 
 Encourage eye contact with members of the assembly 
 Choose one or two spots on the wall just above the heads of the audience 
 Confidently and calmly announce the reading                                                                

("A reading from the book of/ the letter of    "), then pause for a silent count of 
three 

 Pause for a silent count of two after each period 
or semi-colon 
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Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) 
~30 min. 
 
Lectio Divina is a way of becoming immersed in sacred Scripture in a very personal 
way. It draws on the way the Haggadah is read by our Jewish brothers and sisters. 
Haggadah is a text read during Passover that retells the Exodus story. Haggadah, which 
means “telling”, captures the practice of telling and retelling a story. The Christian form 
of Lectio Divina was introduced in the fourth century by St. Gregory of Nyssa. St. 
Benedict of Nursia, founder of the Benedictine order, further encouraged Lectio Divina. 
When we engage in the practice Lectio Divina, thinking deeply and responding 
thoughtfully, we can imagine ourselves involved in the events of the sacred Scripture 
passage 
. 
Choose one of the Mass readings of the Day, favourite sacred scripture passage, or one 
of the following: 
 
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Farther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
 
Luke 2:33-38 “And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – a s sword will pierce your 
own soul too.” 
 
Matthew 14: 16-20 Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat. They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ And 
he said, ‘Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
And all ate and were filled…” 
 
 
Step 1 Prepare 
Light a Candle 
 
Opening Prayer 
+Loving God, send us your Holy Spirit to listen to your Word with our ears, to treasure it in 
our hearts, and live it with our lives. As we gather around your Word, help us to be open to 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit. O God, let us hear from you as we gather today. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord, Amen+ 
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Step 2 
Lectio (Read) 
Read the Sacred Scripture Passage 
As you read the sacred scripture slowly and deliberately, invite students and/or staff to 
listen for a word or phrase that speaks to one’s heart; that stands out. 
 
Step 3  
Meditatio (Reflect) 
Reflect in Silence: 
Engage in silence for a few minutes depending on the age of the participants. Invite 
listeners to notice what arises in their heart. 
 
Individual Response 
Guide each listener to silently consider the word or phrase or to share orally, without 
offering any judgment, discussion or comment. You may choose to visually record the 
words and phrases for the group. 
 
Read the Passage a 2nd, a 3rd, and a 4th Time 
 
Reflect In Silence 
What grabs your heart? What feelings arise? 
 
Responding to God 
Respond with prayer to God about whatever is stirring within you after the passage has 
been read. 
 
Contemplatio (Rest) 
Rest in Silence 
Engage in silence for several minutes, depending on the age of the participants. 
Rest and let God respond and speak to you. 
 
Sending Forth 
Review the group wisdom of anything that has been shared/recorded visually. 
Close with a summary prayer 
Ex; 
+Loving Father, 
Thank you for this quiet time to reflect on your Word. Through the gift of your Spirit, 
the early followers of Jesus proclaimed the joy of the Good News. Lord, give us the same 
joy and help us to share it with all whom we meet. May we always be open to listening 
and meditating upon the Word of God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen+ 
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Visio Divina (Sacred Seeing)    
~30 min. 
 
Visio Divina is an ancient form of prayer that continues to be a powerful method of 
meditation and reflection today. It sets our interior stage for a soulful connection with God 
where intimate communion is possible. Catholic art has long served as a tool for catechesis, 
teaching the faith visually, and becomes a way to open our hearts to the indwelling Spirit of 
God. The visible makes the invisible present for us in a palpable way. 
 
The steps for engaging in Visio Divina are very much like those in the practice of Lectio 
Divina.  
 
Step 1 
Prepare  
Choose a Piece of Sacred Art, perhaps related to the Mass readings of the Day or choose one 
of the following: 
Ex: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, Jesus is presented in the temple, Feeding the 
five thousand… 
 
CSW 2026 Feeding of the 5000.jpg 
 
CSW 2026 Art Mathew 28-19 Go therefore and make disciples.jpg 
 
CSW 2026 Jesus presented in the temple Simeon holding Jesus.jpg 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
+ O God, giver of all good gifts, you are the source of our life, our health, our gifts.  As we 
gather in your name, make us attentive to your voice and alert to your presence, as we use our 
hearts and eyes to gaze upon this sacred art. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   
 
Relax and Open Your Heart and Mind to God 
Guide students/and or staff to take several deep, slow breaths, grounding in the moment.  
 
Step 2 
Gaze at the Image 
Let your eyes rest on the characters and objects, the entire image. Notice the shapes, colors, 
the foreground and background. Imagine you are in the scene. What do you hear? Smell? 
Sense? What is God asking you to personally experience? Note where your attention is 
drawn, as God nudges you to uncover a treasure meant just for you. 
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Step 3 
Meditate 
Meditate on a part of the image that has drawn your attention. How is God speaking to you? 
Why do you think God might have drawn your attention to this particular part? Does the 
image open or deepen a desire in your heart? Does the image now evoke a different way of 
thinking or being? Is a memory aroused? Do you sense an invitation or hear a call? What 
emotions are you feeling? Bring all of what you have experienced to God and allow God’s 
communication to touch you deep within where the Spirit dwells. 
 
Step 4 
Contemplate and Respond: 
Be open and allow your words to be born in the quiet of your soul. How does this Visio 
Divina relate to your life now? How is Jesus trying to personally encounter you through 
your prayer today? What is your response? What is your prayer? Spend some time in 
silence thanking God for speaking to you while you savor the silence and stillness. 
 
Sending Forth: 
Close with a summary prayer. 
Ex:  
+ God of justice and love, thank you for this time to be with you today in silence and stillness.  
Open our minds and hearts to practice silence and stillness each day, so that we may deepen 
our relationship with Jesus your Son. Let us hold fast to his words and deeds, expressing our 
gratitude and love in all that we say and do. May our faith be built on a sure foundation and 
may our lives be lived to glorify your name.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen+ 
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Prayer Service Option 1 

Prayer table thoughtfully prepared including at least the following:                                           
Lit candle, Bible, Crucifix/Cross/Religious Art                                                                                                                                  
Optional Items to Consider: Rosary, palm leaves, live plant/fresh cut flowers 

Opening Song/Music Video Suggestions:    

From Hallow:  

 Lord, I Need You by Matt Maher 
 Run to the Father by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by Porter’s Gate Songs of Peace - Jon and Valerie Guerra 
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 Ps 103 The Lord is Kind and Merciful by Aly Aleigha 
 Ps 146 Praise the Lord My Soul by Aly Aleigha 
 Belovedness by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Behold the King of Glory by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 

From YouTube: 

 Gratitude (Chosen Performance) - Brandon Lake   
 Rest On Us (feat. Brandon Lake & Eniola Abioye) | Maverick City Music | 

UPPERROOM | TRIBL     
 Lion and the Lamb lyrics / music video - Bethel Music (Leeland) 
 Peace (Lyric Video) - Josh Baldwin | The War is Over                                                                                                                             
 Here I Am To Worship | Maranatha! Music (Lyric Video) (youtube.com) 
 Lauren Daigle - You Say (Lyrics) (youtube.com) 
 Made For More - Josh Baldwin, feat. Jenn Johnson 
 Whole Heart (Hold Me Now) [Live] - Hillsong UNITED 

+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen                                       
Loving Jesus, Thank you for our abundant blessings. Thank you for the gift of Catholic 
Education. In thanksgiving let us remember in our prayer today, those who planted the 
seeds of Catholic education in British Columbia: the bishops and priests, the religious 
sisters and brothers, all the lay teachers, support staff and parents. They were great-
hearted and great-minded people, shaped by the message of Jesus Christ and by the 
tradition of the Church. They paid a price for Catholic education that was not only financial, 
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but also deeply personal and they did it willingly and with joy. Help us to discover our roots 
in the long tradition of the Church and celebrate it with gratitude. May we learn that at the 
heart of Catholic Education is the commitment to do your will.  In your will is peace, joy, 
and love.  Amen+ 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke                                                                                                
(4:18-22)                                                                                                                                                      
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release of the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ Then he began to say 
to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ All spoke well of him and 
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.                                                                     
The Gospel of the Lord. R Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayers of the Faithful                                                                                                                                      
Response: Lord of all Education, hear our Prayer. 

For the Church, that the Lord will guide and inspire Pope Leo and church leaders in their 
pastoral mission on earth, nurturing compassionate and listening hearts of the faithful.                    
R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 

 
For local and world leaders in a hurting and broken world, may the Holy Spirit inspire them 
to work for peace and the common good, while upholding the dignity of every human 
being.  R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 
 
For our Diocese, schools, and parishes, that we may grow in our faith by speaking to and 
acting with love for our neighbor. R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 
 
For children who do not have the opportunity to go to school and learn because of war and 
poverty. R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who are lonely, afraid, sick, and dying, that each may find peace and courage in their 
suffering and know they are not abandoned by God.                                                                                           
R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 
 
For our own personal prayers and intentions that we hold deep in the silence of our hearts 
(long pause). R Lord of all Education, hear our prayer. 

Let us pray the words Jesus taught us: Our Father… 

We now offer one another a sign of peace. 
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Closing Prayer                                                                                                                                                       
Loving and merciful Lord, we thank you for the gift of Catholic education.  Help us to 
develop the special gifts you have bestowed upon each of us and help us to use them for 
your good and glory.  May we always strive to live in peace and harmony with a joyful heart 
as one united family of God. Amen+ 

Closing Song/Music Video Suggestions: 

From Hallow:  

 My Lord Jesus by Matt Maher, Adoration Vol. II 
 The Word Descending (O Salutaris) by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by The Porter’s Gate  
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 By Paths Unknown by Brother Isaiah 
 Holy Hunger by Brother Isaiah 
 A Thousand Thank Yous by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 
 May the Peace by Josh Garrels 

From YouTube: 

 Called Me Higher - All Sons and Daughters Lyric Video  
 Hallelujah, To Saving Grace  
 God Be With You Till We Meet Again by The Lower Lights (Lyrics) 
 I Can Only Imagine - MercyMe | LYRIC VIDEO 
 Christ Be All Around Me (Lyric Video) - All Sons & Daughters [ Official ] 
 Psalm 34 - Taste and See - by Shane & Shane (Lyric Video) | Christian Worship 

Music 
 Zach Williams - Chain Breaker (Official Lyric Video) 
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Prayer Service Option 2 

Prayer table thoughtfully prepared including at least the following:                                           
Lit candle, Bible, Crucifix/Cross/Religious Art                                                                                                                                  
Optional Items to Consider: Rosary, palm leaves, live plant/fresh cut flowers 

Opening Song/Music Video Suggestions:    

From Hallow:  

 Lord, I Need You by Matt Maher 
 Run to the Father by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by Porter’s Gate Songs of Peace - Jon and Valerie Guerra 
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 Ps 103 The Lord is Kind and Merciful by Aly Aleigha 
 Ps 146 Praise the Lord My Soul by Aly Aleigha 
 Belovedness by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Behold the King of Glory by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 

From Youtube: 

 Gratitude (Chosen Performance) - Brandon Lake   
 Rest On Us (feat. Brandon Lake & Eniola Abioye) | Maverick City Music | 

UPPERROOM | TRIBL     
 Lion and the Lamb lyrics / music video - Bethel Music (Leeland) 
 Peace (Lyric Video) - Josh Baldwin | The War is Over                                                                                                                             
 Here I Am To Worship | Maranatha! Music (Lyric Video) (youtube.com) 
 Lauren Daigle - You Say (Lyrics) (youtube.com) 
 Made For More - Josh Baldwin, feat. Jenn Johnson 
 Whole Heart (Hold Me Now) [Live] - Hillsong UNITED 
 Trust In God (feat. Chris Brown) | Official Lyric Video | Elevation Worship   
 Goodness Of God (Lyrics) ~ Bethel Music 
 Lauren Daigle - Rescue (Official Lyric Video)   
 Jeremy Riddle - Know (Be Still) (Lyrics) 
 Matt Maher - Abide With Me (Radio Version) ((Radio Version) [Official Lyric 

Video])  
 It Is Well With My Soul - Audrey Assad (youtube.com)                                                                                                                              
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+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.                                     
Good and Gracious Father, we open our hearts to your love and to your hopes for us.   
Thank you for the gift of Catholic Education.  You have hopes for your people; that we can 
live in peace and share your love with others.  Help us to keep you as the source of hope. 
Help us also to appreciate the gift of Catholic education and use our talents and efforts for 
your glory.   Amen+ 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Mark                                                                                                        
(6:30-32)                                                                                                                                                               
The apostles gathered around Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. He said 
to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were 
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a 
deserted place by themselves.                                                                                                                                  
The Gospel of the Lord. R Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayers of the Faithful                                                                                                                               
Response: Lord, Hear our Prayer 

We pray your Church will be a sign of hope for the world.  We pray to the Lord.                                    
R Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray that all will work toward a more peaceful and loving world. We pray to the Lord.  
R Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray that the Word of God will touch the hearts of all people. We pray to the Lord.           
R Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray that we will celebrate the diversity in one another and continue to grow as one 
family of God, finding time away like the apostles for silence and stillness. We pray to the 
Lord   R Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those in need of healing; may they not suffer alone and know that they are 
beloved in the eyes of God. We pray to the Lord.                                                                                                    
R Lord, hear our prayer. 

And for those prayers that remain deep within the silence of our hearts… (long pause). We 
pray to the Lord. R Lord, hear our prayer. 

Let us pray the words Jesus taught us: Our Father… 
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We offer one another a Sign of Peace 

Closing Prayer  
+Creator of the Universe,                                                                                                                                       
Your love is never ending and overflowing. Help us to remember that it is a love that cannot 
be earned nor taken away. May our hearts always be open to hear your gentle call, inviting 
us to be with you, to know you, to pray to you, and to love you more deeply.                               
Amen+ 

Closing Song/Music Video Suggestions: 

From Hallow:  

 My Lord Jesus by Matt Maher, Adoration Vol. II 
 The Word Descending (O Salutaris) by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by The Porter’s Gate  
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 By Paths Unknown by Brother Isaiah 
 Holy Hunger by Brother Isaiah 
 A Thousand Thank Yous by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 
 May the Peace by Josh Garrels 

From YouTube: 

 Called Me Higher - All Sons and Daughters Lyric Video  
 Hallelujah, To Saving Grace  
 God Be With You Till We Meet Again by The Lower Lights (Lyrics) 
 I Can Only Imagine - MercyMe | LYRIC VIDEO 
 Christ Be All Around Me (Lyric Video) - All Sons & Daughters [ Official ] 
 Zach Williams - Chain Breaker (Official Lyric Video) 
 All Sons & Daughters - Great Are You Lord (Lyric Video)  
 Lauren Daigle - How Can It Be (Lyric Video) 
 Casting Crowns - Oh My Soul (Official Lyric Video) 
 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - Matt Redman (Best Worship Song Ever) 

(with Lyrics) (youtube.com)  
 Kids Version - Lord I Need You (Official Lyric Video) (youtube.com) 
 The Blessing Song  
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Staff Prayer Service 
Light a Candle to Prepare.                                                                                                                                                      
Let us form a circle as a sign of our unity as one family in Christ.  
 
Opening Song Suggestions:  

From Hallow:  

 Lord, I Need You by Matt Maher 
 Run to the Father by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by Porter’s Gate Songs of Peace - Jon and Valerie Guerra 
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 Ps 103 The Lord is Kind and Merciful by Aly Aleigha 
 Ps 146 Praise the Lord My Soul by Aly Aleigha 
 Belovedness by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Behold the King of Glory by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 

From Youtube: 

 Gratitude (Chosen Performance) - Brandon Lake   
 Rest On Us (feat. Brandon Lake & Eniola Abioye) | Maverick City Music | 

UPPERROOM | TRIBL     
 Lion and the Lamb lyrics / music video - Bethel Music (Leeland) 
 Peace (Lyric Video) - Josh Baldwin | The War is Over                                                                                                                             
 Here I Am To Worship | Maranatha! Music (Lyric Video) (youtube.com) 
 Lauren Daigle - You Say (Lyrics) (youtube.com) 
 Made For More - Josh Baldwin, feat. Jenn Johnson 
 Whole Heart (Hold Me Now) [Live] - Hillsong UNITED 
 Trust In God (feat. Chris Brown) | Official Lyric Video | Elevation Worship   
 Goodness Of God (Lyrics) ~ Bethel Music 
 Lauren Daigle - Rescue (Official Lyric Video)   
 Jeremy Riddle - Know (Be Still) (Lyrics) 
 Matt Maher - Abide With Me (Radio Version) ((Radio Version) [Official Lyric 

Video])  
 It Is Well With My Soul - Audrey Assad (youtube.com) 
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+In the name of the Father, of the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 
God of Unity,  
You call us to work together as a family in Christ to bring healing to the hurting. 
Touch our hands, that we may use them for blessing, not harming. 
Touch our hearts, that we use them for joining, not parting. 
Touch our minds, that we use them for harmony, not discord. May we continue to serve our 
school community with great joy and love, always showing mercy and compassion to one 
another. 
Amen+ 
 
 
Scripture Reading: 
Romans 12:4- 10 
A reading from a Letter from St. Paul to the Romans 
For just as in one body we have many parts, and the parts do not all have the same function, 
so we, though many, make up one body in Christ, and individually we are all parts of one 
another. We all have different gifts according to the grace given to us. If it is a gift of 
prophecy, we should exercise it in proportion to our faith. If it is a gift of ministry, we 
should engage in serving others. If it is a gift of teaching, we should teach. If it is a gift of 
exhortation, we should encourage. Whoever gives alms should do so generously; whoever 
leads should do so conscientiously; whoever performs acts of mercy should do so 
cheerfully. Let your love be sincere. Loathe what is evil and hold fast to what is good. Love 
one another with genuine affection. Esteem others more highly than yourself. 
The Word of the Lord. R Thanks be to God 
 
 
Reflection 
Loving God,  
You created us uniquely gifted. 
Within us is the call to love, the call to live out your love, the call to bring your love into 
service. May each of us continue to discover our own gifts and use them to help build your 
Kingdom here on earth. Help us to serve our communities with kindness and compassion. 
Guide us as we minister to our school communities. May we recognize, encourage, and 
respect each other’s gifts, helping each other to grow in our giftedness. Bless us with 
listening hearts and compassionate actions. Place a word on my heart that you would like 
me to focus on during Catholic Schools Week. 
(After a moment of silent reflection, invite staff to share the word out loud that God has placed 
on your heart.) 
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A Litany of the Gift of Community 
As each person is offered up in thanks, visualize someone in your school community who 
exemplifies this gift. 
 
For the wise, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the patient, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the gracious, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the creative, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the joyful, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the dreamers, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the practical, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the kind, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the organized, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the hopeful, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the visionaries, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the humble, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the diligent, 
All: We give thanks. 
For the listeners, 
All: We give thanks. 
 
For all of God’s people, 
All: We give thanks.
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Together, let us pray the Words that Jesus taught us: Our Father…. Amen+ 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Father in Heaven,  
You created us unique, yet equal in your eyes. 
Thank you for loving us so deeply and unconditionally. 
Help us to remember we do not have to earn your love, but that it is given freely. 
Strengthen our hope in You. 
During times when we have forgotten that we belong to one another, teach us to reach out. 
Help us to listen, to love, to care and to share. 
Lead us as we journey together on this road of life, in light and in darkness but always 
walking side by side. 
Amen+ 
 
Closing Song suggestions:   

From Hallow:  

 My Lord Jesus by Matt Maher, Adoration Vol. II 
 The Word Descending (O Salutaris) by Matt Maher 
 Do with it What you Will by The Porter’s Gate  
 Little Litany by Brother Isaiah 
 By Paths Unknown by Brother Isaiah 
 Holy Hunger by Brother Isaiah 
 A Thousand Thank Yous by Sarah Kroger, The London Sessions 
 Praise to You by The Vigil Project 
 O God Beyond All Praising by Catholic Music Initiative 
 May the Peace by Josh Garrels 

From YouTube: 
 

 Though The Mountains May Fall - Dan Schutte (youtube.com) 
 Matt Maher - Because He Lives (Amen) ([Official Lyric Video]) (youtube.com) 
 All Sons & Daughters - Great Are You Lord (Lyric Video)  
 Lauren Daigle - How Can It Be (Lyric Video) 
 Casting Crowns - Oh My Soul (Official Lyric Video) 
 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - Matt Redman (Best Worship Song Ever) 

(with Lyrics) (youtube.com) 
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Resource Links 
 

 Vatican The Holy See 
 

 Pope Leo’s Dilexi te Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi te of the Holy Father Leo XIV 
on Love for the Poor (4 October 2025) 
 

 Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops https://www.cccb.ca/ 
 

 Development and Peace Caritas Canada https://devp.org/en/resources/ 
 

 Formed from the Augustine Institute Welcome to Formed! - Formed 
(Subscription required) 
 

 Hallow Hallow - #1 Catholic Prayer and Meditation App  
                                                        

 Loyola Press (Children) Catholic Kids | Loyola Press 
 

 Loyola Press (Teens) Catholic Teens | Loyola Press 
 

 The Bible Project Study the Story of the Bible With Free Tools | BibleProject™ 
 

 Busted Halo https://bustedhalo.com/category/ministry-resources 
 
 

 

 

“…Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience…Above all, clothe yourselves with love…” 

Colossians 3:12-13 
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